


Thoughts from a Pastor... 

 

 Stephanie and I just returned from a couple’s retreat for Pastors and their 

spouse. The retreat was at the Focus on the Family campus in Colorado Springs, 

CO. There were around 200 other couples with over 600 watching the conference 

online. It was a great time of being encouraged through speakers and activities 

while getting some much-needed rest. 

 

 The speakers were great and encouraging, but my favorite part was the fel-

lowship with the other pastors. Stephanie and I got to know several couples and 

heard their stories. Hearing how God has called people in many different ways 

and in different walks of life is a reminder of the sovereignty of our God. Not all 

the stories and situations were good, but you could see God working in their lives 

through the trials they were facing. We were able to partake in prayers with those 

who were going through a hard time and needed God’s direction and love on 

them. 

 

 The encouragement we experienced from this retreat, besides the great 

teaching sessions, came from reflecting on our church body here at The Little 

White Church. Over this past month, we have received many thanks of apprecia-

tion through cards, notes, and gifts. We feel loved in this church, and it is a privi-

lege to get to serve in the way we do. Thank you for your kind words and support. 

Thank you for being a church that prays for its leaders and their families. 

 

 We will continue to serve God and this church in the power and strength of 

the Lord. One of the speakers Paul Tripp said “Don’t be a painting on the wall for 

people to look at, be a window to God’s glory.” I pray that I can live up to that 

quote and direct you in all ways to how great our God is.  

 

Psalm 1:2 “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; worship the LORD in the 

splendor of holiness.” (ESV) 

 

In Christ, 

    Pastor Ben 



From the Pastor’s Desk 

Understanding and Applying the Word 

 

A few weeks ago I did a message from Colossians 1 where I mentioned this 

short passage had so many unique phrases we would not fully engage them 

all.  Lets just take Colossians 1:10 for instance:  “So as to walk in a manner 

worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and 

increasing in the knowledge of God;” 

 

As soon as we read “so as” we need to ask where is that coming from.  There 

are numerous thoughts we can gain from verse 9 but for now lets just know 

that Paul is praying for the believers to know God’s will for them.  So, when I 

know God’s will, this becomes a motivation for my pattern of life.  That has 

likely happened for you many times.  You are reading a scripture, such as one 

of God’s promises to never leave you or forsake you, and your response is to 

worship him and to love him more for this commitment to you.  Perhaps you 

remembered some times when you were struggling with life and God moved 

to show his presence and care for you.  Didn’t you find that this prompted you 

to look at your present life and make choices to “walk more in a manner wor-

thy of the Lord”? 

 

Now think about this truth a little further.  How do we come to know God’s 

will?  That is primarily from knowing more of God’s word.  We might do this 

with our personal time to read/study the word for ourselves.  We join Life 

Groups and Bible Study groups to learn together with other believers and we 

attend Church services to teach us more truth about God.  Each of these ex-

periences show us how much God has done to redeem us and work good in 

our lives that we are encouraged and even motivated to make choices to be 

“worthy of the Lord”.   

 

Do you see you could spend additional time meditating on how this blessing 

works in your life.  Perhaps noting particular times when learning a truth 

about God has helped you make wise choices to obey him.  You may have dis-

covered that keeping a notebook or journal is helpful in remembering this ex-

periences with God and his word. 

 

 



From the Pastor’s Desk 

We also note in this verse that seeking to live our life to be worthy of the Lord 

brings us to a place where we are “bearing fruit in every good work”.  Now 

bearing fruit might be many things but first of all we recognize that this is a 

very good thing.  We all love feeling like life is purposeful, beneficial and posi-

tively making a difference for ourselves and others.  Think about some times 

when you felt particularly great about how your life was going.  For me many 

of those have come from making choices to obey God and then see the fruit-

fulness of those choices.  Sometimes God blesses us to see the fruit quite 

quickly and that is so encouraging.  The challenge is to learn from these 

quick blessings to trust that when I make the right choice to obey God that he 

is causing fruitfulness even when I don’t see it immediately. 

 

Spend some of your time in the Word letting the Word find its way into your 

heart.  Ponder what the words actually mean for your daily choices.  Invite the 

Spirit to help you understand more of who our God is and how this can guide 

your daily decisions. 

 

For Beneficial Growth 

Pastor Dennis 



Missions Moment—Operation Christmas Child 

It’s that time again! Yes, it is true, Christmas is 

right around the corner, and this October and 

November the Little White Church and our Ki-

dzLife 

program are sponsoring a Christmas shoebox 

drive on behalf of Operation Christmas Child a 

ministry of Samaritan’s Purse with the mission 

to provide local partners around the world with 

shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items, 

and school supplies as a means of reaching 

out to children in their own communities with 

the Good News of Jesus Christ. They ship these simple gifts outside the Unit-

ed States to children affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine, and 

disease; and to children living on Native American reservations in the U.S. 
 

For more years than I can remember, the Little White Church has sponsored 

a shoe box drive and the last six or so years have been record numbers for 

us. On occasion, someone has taken a pie in the face when we’ve gone over 

the 100 mark. This might be a good initiation event for Pastor Nathan or Pas-

tor Chuck. You decide. 
 

The last Sunday of October and first two Sundays of November we will watch 

short videos of God’s work through the shoebox ministry. The KidzLife pro-

gram will also pack boxes on a Wednesday afternoon yet to be determined. 

For the Little White Church, we ask for complete boxes and a donation of 

$10/box for shipping; however, KidzLife is receiving individual items to pack 

in their boxes. We will have boxes, donation envelopes and other items at our 

display table in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Collection will take place the week of November 18-25. Bring your filled box

(s) and your $10 donation for shipping and handling to the church during 

that week. I will take all the boxes down to the Rapid City drop-off site on 

Sunday, November 24 after our service. If you miss the 14th, you can always 

run yours down to Real Life Church on Sheridan RD on Monday, November 

25. 
 

Thanks for your participation and in helping bring the love of Jesus to lots of 

kids. 

 

John Stam 



Ministry Moment—Celebrate Recovery 

Celebrate Recovery is a bible based, Christ centered program.  Like a lot of 

recovery groups, it is a 12 Step program.  Celebrate Recovery also has 8 

Principles based on the Beatitudes in Matthew 5. At CR, we name our higher 

power...Jesus Christ. The first things people think of when they hear the word 

"recovery" are usually durgs and alcohol.  Did you know that only 1 in 3 peo-

ple who attend CR are there because of a chemical addiction problem?  

Recovery is about so much more than just those two issues.  
 

At Celebrate Recovery we talk about hurts, habits and hang-ups..  A hurt is 

an emotional reaction to a situation or circumstance that has affected our 

ability to deal with the world in a healthy way.  It's usually something that has 

twisted our view of ourselves, God and/or others.  A habit is an unhealthy 

pattern that developes because of the hurt we have experienced.  We often 

use this as an escape from the hurt/pain we have experienced. It can turn 

into a chronic bad habit such as drugs, alcohol, gambling, shopping, food, 

pornography/sex, cutting, etc.  A hang-up is a negative menal attitude used 

to cope with people or life's struggles such as anger, depression, fear, unfor-

giveness, control and co-dependency.   
 

There is no denying that life is hard.  Relationships are hard. Celebrate Re-

covery is for everyone because we all have something that we are dealing 

with.  We live in a fallen, broken world.  We all struggle.  No matter what your 

hurt, habit or hang-up is, you are not alone!  Celebrate Recovery is a  

confidential and safe place to heal.  
 

Celebrate Recovery meets every Tuesday night at the Little White 

Church.  We serve dinner at 5:45.  We begin large group at 6:30 in the sanc-

tuary.  This is where we all gather to begin the night with worship music to 

set our hearts and minds on Jesus.  Next we move into either a lesson based 

on the 12 Steps and corresponding principle or a testimony from someone 

who has found freedom in Christ through the CR program.  These alternate 

every week.  After the lesson or testimony, we recite the Serenity Prayer (see 

it in it's entirety below) and then break into small groups. The women meet in 

one area and the men meet in a separate area.  This allows for a safe envi-

ronment to openly share with our sisters or brothers what is on our hearts.  
 

Celebrate Recovery also offers an in depth "step study" which goes into de-

tail for each of the 12 Steps and 8 Principles.  This is also gender specific.  It 

is where we dig deep and begin to heal those old hurts with the help of Jesus 

Christ.  It is truly a life changing study if you allow God access to your deep-

est hurts so that He can begin to heal your broken heart and replace the lies 

that we believe with the truth.   

 



Ministry Moment—Celebrate Recovery 

We invite each of you to join us at CR! We offer Celebration Place for the 

younger children who learn the same thing the adults do only geared to-

wards them.  In the past, we have offered The Landing for the teens on 

Wednesday nights in conjunction with Youth night.  Again, it is a safe place 

for our kiddos to meet and talk about what's going on with them and teaches 

them biblically based solutions to those hurts, habits and hang-ups.  Our 

children are hurting...yes, even yours!  We are hoping to reinstate The Land-

ing either on Wednesday nights or on our CR night. (Young adult and/or adult 

volunteers willing to help would be greatly appreciated).  Celebrate Recovery 

is truly for the entire family!  We are a tight group and we refer to each other 

as forever family.  Don't get caught up in the lie that you don't need recovery 

because you don't drink or do drugs.  We truly believe everyone...and our 

church....would benefit from working this program.  We won't lie....it is hard to 

take a look at our lives and to make changes! But with God, amazing things 

can and do happen!  Just talk to any one of us in the program and we will 

happily tell you what God has done in our lives.  While CR is a confidential 

program, many of us live our recovery boldly and loudly.  Not everyone is at 

that place yet, but those of us who are can tell you that while recovery is 

hard, it's worth it! YOU are worth it! 
 

Feel free to approach Steve McDonnell, Angela McDonnell, Joelle Flick,  

Lynn Edwards, or Jeff and Jan Suntken with any questions you may have or if 

you just need to talk.  We know it's hard to step forward and ask for help.  We 

each had to do it.  We will listen, we will welcome you into our family and we 

will love you unconditionally. We are grateful to the Pastors and Elders of the 

Little White Church for supporting this life changing program! 
 

Will you take a minute and recite the Serenity prayer out loud?   
 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change,  

the courage to change the things I can and the wisdom to know the differ-

ence.  Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time, accepting 

hardship as the pathway to peace; Taking as Jesus did, this sinful world as it 

is, not as I would have it.  Trusting that you will make all things right if I  

surrender to your will.  So that I may be reasonably happy in this life and  

supremely happy with you forever in the next. AMEN!  



Between the BookENDS Article Submitted by: Georgie Neff 

A PRAYER FOR DIRECTION 
 

Lord what do You want me to do? 
ACTS 9:6 

 
Some of the most informative and instructive prayers are those shot like arrows 
from hearts that are desperate.  Paul, who almost single-handedly took the gospel 
to the far reaches of the known world and left us half of our New Testament through 
his writings, was not always a dynamo of a Christian leader.  Originally known as 
Saul, he began as the very antithesis of what we know of him today.  As a “Jew of 
Jews” he saw the new Jesus movement as a threat to all he had known and sought 
to preserve.  He became the point person assigned with putting down the exploding 
phenomenon.  In Acts 8, his terrorist cell, operating in Jerusalem, had successfully 
eliminated Stephen, the first Christian martyr.  He was engaged in a high-intensity 
campaign of intimidation and murder to crush this new and expanding church 
movement. 
 
While enroute to Damascus to stamp out a Christian uprising there, something hap-
pened that forever transformed him.  “Suddenly a light shone around him from 
heaven.  Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting Me?’” (Acts 9:3-4).  It was none other than the risen Christ 
miraculously appearing to him.  Then, “trembling and astonished” he asked, “Lord, 
what do You want me to do?” (v6).  This became the burning desire of his life – to 
know God’s direction and do what pleased the Lord.  Whether experiencing his 
shipwreck at Malta, being stoned and left for dead at Lystra, suffering beatings and 
imprisonment in Philippi, and finally being beheaded outside the city gates of 
Rome, this prayer, “Lord, what to You want me to do?” became the driving motiva-
tion of his life. 
 
This question is the prayer every believer should be consistently asking: “Lord, 
what do You want me to do?”  Somewhere there is something for you to do that no 
one else can do quite like you can do.  There is a purpose for your life that, accord-
ing to Jeremiah, existed even before you took your first breath. Through the 
prophet’s pen God framed it, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before 
you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 
1:5).  Like Jeremiah and Paul, you too have a God-given purpose that should move 
you to pray, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” 



Between the BookENDS Article Submitted by: Georgie Neff 

Putting this question into practice in our own experience will require asking two 
questions: Who? and What?  The first question to ask ourselves is, “Who?”  Note 
the order of the personal pronouns in Paul’s question.  You comes before me!  Too 
many of us pray something to this effect: “Lord, here are my marching orders for 
You today.  Bless me; take care of my family; meet this need for me; straighten out 
this other person.”  This results in a “What have you done for me lately?” attitude.  
But a new day will dawn on your Christian experience when you put Christ first and 
begin each day praying, “Lord, what do You want me to do today?” 
 

Remember this truth – He knows you . . . always has . . . always will . . . everything 
about you.  He did not simply know you were in the womb.  There is nothing re-
markable about that.  Anyone could have concluded that along the way of your 
mother’s pregnancy.  But God knew you even before you were conceived.  You are 
no accident.  No one on this planet has a fingerprint or DNA like yours.  God has a 
specific, tailor-made design for your life.  If this is true, who of us would want to find 
that kind of direction in life?  And who of us would not want to pray, “Lord, what do 
You want me to do?”  The “who” is important.  It is not about you; it is all about Him.  
It is not about what you want to do, but it is all about what God wants you to do that 
matters most in life. 
 

Next comes the question of “what?”  Paul asked, “What do You want me to do?”  
The answer comes in realizing that God did not simply know you before you were 
born, but He set you apart and has a job for you to do that no one else can do as 
well as you can.  Just as God “ordained” Jeremiah and Paul to a specific task, He 
has uniquely assigned you a specific assignment.  This word we translate 
“ordained” is from the Old Testament word that means “to assign; to designate.”  In-
terestingly, the same word is used in the first chapter of the Bible when we read 
how God “set [the stars] in the firmament” (Genesis 1:17).  Each one of the million 
stars has its own appointed place set by God, and they all move in clocklike preci-
sion.  Just as God has set and assigned each single star, He has assigned each 
and every one of us a job to do.  True success in life comes not in simply knowing 
what God’s plan is for us but in doing it. 
 

Make this prayer of Paul’s your daily prayer.  When you do, you just might find it as 
life-transforming as he did.  Go ahead – pray it now: “Lord what do You want me to 
do?”  And when you pray like this, you have the promise of God: “You will show me 
the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore” (Psalm 16:11). 
 

CODE VERSE 
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My 

eye. (Psalm 32:8) 
 

The above narration is from The Prayer Code by O.S. Hawkins 
 

November Librarians:  Millie Holle & Georgie Neff 
 



Keeping the Family Strong By: BJ Reese 

IT’S ALL IN A NAME 
 

As the Little White Church has grown, during these past four years, our church 

leaders have come up with many ways to try and help us stay connected.  To pro-

tect and nourish that sense of family that caused all that growth in the first place.  

Connection Classes.  Newcomers’ Luncheons.  Chances to gather and sing favor-

ite old hymns. 
 

Of all these new events, one of my favorites is Name Tag Sunday.  Starting a con-

versation with someone you don’t know can be really hard.  For some people, it 

can be downright terrifying.  But this small, simple act tears down the biggest, 

most obvious barrier to connection (ironically, it also seems to be the most over-

looked barrier) . . . our name. 
 

For that one Sunday, our name is right there on our shirt --- available for anyone to 

easily read.  Suddenly, it is WAY easier to walk up to someone new and start a 

conversation.  The taboo created by that barrier is gone.  Virtually everyone is a lit-

tle bit more comfortable talking to a “stranger”, because they’re all wearing a 

name tag.  The name tag, itself, creates an ice breaker to get the discussion roll-

ing. 
 

And, in the process of that interaction, you find yourself glancing at the name tag 

several times . . . making a mental note of that person’s name.  The result?  Your 

chances of remembering that person improve a LOT!  When you see them the next 

Sunday, you’re more likely to walk up to them and say, “Hi!”.  Because that person 

isn’t a stranger anymore. 
 

Wouldn’t it be nice if we all became so fond of Name Tag Sunday, that names be-

came more important to us?  Can you imagine what might happen?  The more 

names we learned – or heard – the fewer people we would encounter that felt like 

strangers to us.  The desire to share your name would begin to show up in other 

ways: 
 

• The person doing announcements would remember that not everyone in that 

sanctuary knows who he or she is.  It might go like this:  “Good morning!   

I’m Bonnie Reese.  We have a lot to tell you about this morning”; or, 

• The person sharing info about an upcoming event hosted by their small group 

or ministry would make sure we all know who they are.  For instance:  “My name 

is Bonnie Reese.  On the 21st of September, All That I Am Today will be presenting 

the final seminar in our “A Gathering of Hearts” series.   Attendance is free.   

Details are on the flyer in your bulletin.” 



Keeping the Family Strong By: BJ Reese 

Names would become a habit, any time you find yourself speaking to an indi-

vidual --- or a group --- with whom you are not well acquainted.  Whatever the 

scenario, wouldn’t it be great if we all remembered that “invisible name tag”?   

 

“Hi!  I’m Bonnie.  I don’t believe we’ve met.”  And the discussion evolves from 

there.  With the use of those few, simple words, you have become more acces-

sible.  More welcoming.  More gracious.  They feel more connected.  Wanted.  

Valued.  (I recently had the unexpected pleasure of meeting Angie Panza’s  

parents in exactly this way!) 

 

This simple effort would have a profound impact on our Little White Church 

family.  It wouldn’t take long for all of us to know the names of a lot more peo-

ple.  The sense of being surrounded by “strangers” would be gone.  The feeling 

of family --- among those who attend the Little White Church --- would be 

stronger than ever.  And it would continue to grow. 

 

While you’re thinking about how wonderful all of that sounds, I propose that we 

consider another possibility.  The stronger our church family is --- the more sol-

id our connection to each other becomes --- the harder it will be for the enemy 

to penetrate our armor.  His chances of tearing us apart diminish a little more 

with every single connection we make.  In the face of all the awful things going 

on around us, isn’t that a comforting thought?  Doesn’t that make it worth the 

effort? 

 

Our church mission is to Love God, Walk Together, and Change Lives.   

If we walk together in such a way that our love for each other radiates and  

reflects the Love of God . . . wouldn’t that change the lives of virtually everyone 

who witnesses it?  Sounds like a great plan, don’t you think? 

 

In this season of Thanksgiving, let’s all resolve to show our gratitude for our 

wonderful church home.  Let’s make sure no one ever feels like an outsider 

here.  It doesn’t have to be complicated.  It doesn’t require any sort of a grand 

gesture.  It really can be very, very simple . . .  

 

And it all starts with your name. 

 

To His Glory . . . BJ Reese 

 

 

 



From My Files: Echoes of God’s Glory Roseanne Hilton 

Mercy, not Justice 
 
Perhaps you have heard the exclamation, “There is no justice!” 
  
Don't we rather desire mercy from God?   
 
Psalm 119 describes God's mercy: 
 
vs. 41  LORD, give me Your unfailing love, the salvation that You promised  
me. 
vs. 58  With all my heart I want Your blessings, be merciful just as You  
promised.   
vs.76  Now let Your unfailing love comfort me, just as You promised. 
vs.77 Surround me with Your tender mercies.   
vs. 156  LORD, how great is Your mercy! 
 
There are different Hebrew words that can be translated as gracious mercy, 
lovingkindness, unfailing love, goodness, merciful kindness.  In Exodus 34:6,7 
where God reveals His name (character) to Moses, all the words are used. 
“I am the LORD, merciful and gracious God; I am rich in unfailing love and 
faithfulness.”  The Message 
translation reads “God of mercy 
and grace, endlessly patient—so 
much love, so deeply true--” 
 
How blessed we are that we  
worship God who relates to us in 
this way.   
 
We praise You, LORD, there is 
no one like You.    



Announcements 
 

Sunday Night Adult Bible Study is held at 6 pm in the library.   

This year’s study will be “Be Satisfied” a study in Ecclesiastes.   

 

    Adult Study on Wednesdays from 6:00pm-7:30pm in the Library.  

We will have weekly sessions covering content to help grow our faith and  

understanding of God and the Bible. You can join at any time during the year 

and will find in the bulletin what session is being offered for the coming week. 

This is open to all ages of adults. 

 

SHE-BREWS (Women’s Conversational Coffee) will be held the 2nd Saturday of 

each month (November 9th) at 10 am.  All women welcome to come! 

 

Women’s Prayer Gathering 

We will meet every 3rd Saturday of the month in the small conference room 

across from Stephanie's office. Please come to share cares and blessings, and 

pray for each other.  God blesses us with sisters to share prayers and  

walk together, loving God and changing lives! 

Contact:  Lynda Pringle 605-431-4179 or lpblue67@gmail.com. 

 

There is a shower in the forecast! Amara Pennel (Daughter of Dean and Jacque 

Pennel) is engaged to be married to Jonathan Eggebraaten, and you are invited 

to a brunch shower to honor them on Nov. 16 at 11:30 am at the Little White 

Church. This will be a money shower. Join us for a time to fellowship and cele-

brate the upcoming wedding of the couple. Jon will be there, so men are invited 

too. 

 

All-Church Thanksgiving Potluck will be held Sunday, November 24th after 2nd 

service.  If you plan on attending, please bring a side dish or dessert to share! 

Decorating the Church for Christmas will be held after the potluck!   

Anyone welcome to stay and help! 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held Wednesday, November 27th at 6:30 pm.  

Join us as we give thanks to the Lord! 

 

Fellowship Time Snacks Needed! 

Please sign up on the sheet by the kitchen and take an info sheet for help! 

 

Visit our website: www.thelittlewhitechurch.net 

or facebook.com/TheLittleWhiteChurchSD 

 

 













Announcements 
 

Sunday Night Adult Bible Study is held at 6 pm in the library.   

This year’s study will be “Be Satisfied” a study in Ecclesiastes.   

 

    Adult Study on Wednesdays from 6:00pm-7:30pm in the Library.  

We will have weekly sessions covering content to help grow our faith and  

understanding of God and the Bible. You can join at any time during the year 

and will find in the bulletin what session is being offered for the coming week. 

This is open to all ages of adults. 

 

SHE-BREWS (Women’s Conversational Coffee) will be held the 2nd Saturday of 

each month (November 9th) at 10 am.  All women welcome to come! 

 

Women’s Prayer Gathering 

We will meet every 3rd Saturday of the month in the small conference room 

across from Stephanie's office. Please come to share cares and blessings, and 

pray for each other.  God blesses us with sisters to share prayers and  

walk together, loving God and changing lives! 

Contact:  Lynda Pringle 605-431-4179 or lpblue67@gmail.com. 

 

There is a shower in the forecast! Amara Pennel (Daughter of Dean and Jacque 

Pennel) is engaged to be married to Jonathan Eggebraaten, and you are invited 

to a brunch shower to honor them on Nov. 16 at 11:30 am at the Little White 

Church. This will be a money shower. Join us for a time to fellowship and cele-

brate the upcoming wedding of the couple. Jon will be there, so men are invited 

too. 

 

All-Church Thanksgiving Potluck will be held Sunday, November 24th after 2nd 

service.  If you plan on attending, please bring a side dish or dessert to share! 

Decorating the Church for Christmas will be held after the potluck!   

Anyone welcome to stay and help! 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held Wednesday, November 27th at 6:30 pm.  

Join us as we give thanks to the Lord! 

 

Fellowship Time Snacks Needed! 

Please sign up on the sheet by the kitchen and take an info sheet for help! 

 

Visit our website: www.thelittlewhitechurch.net 

or facebook.com/TheLittleWhiteChurchSD 

 

 





525 Main St. PO Box 385, Hill City, SD 57745 605-574-2426 

www.thelittlewhitechurch.net  ~  office@thelittlewhitechurch.net 
 

Sunday Service Times at 8:30 am & 10:15 am 
 

 
November 2024 Volume 29  Issue 11 


